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Everyone needs access to knowledge!





½ Billion
Wikipedia readers/month



English Wikipedia



Spanish Wikipedia



Russian Wikipedia



Farsi Wikipedia



Japanese Wikipedia





Knowledge base



Community





=> multilingual and multicultural project that 
acknowledges knowledge diversity



Current state of 
Wikidata

25 Million items

3300 properties

145 Million statements

17000 editors



Lessons learned so far



The world is really 
really complex

And Wikipedians are world 

champions in showing you where 

and how

There is no single truth. Deal with 

knowledge diversity!

The world is screwed up. Don’t try to 

force it into neat little boxes!











It is possible to build tools to deal with a 
really really complex world

And we should build more of them!



Listen! Explain! Trust! Empower!
And learn to be Zen about it!



Even with 
hard-to-use and 

basic tools people 
can build amazing 

things

Build flexible and open tools.

Being able to tinker is crucial.

Let people help themselves.



















Data is one of the most important resources 
of our time.

It needs to be free, open and editable.



Find more maps showing coverage of individual Wikipedias at 
https://ddll.inf.tu-dresden.de/web/Wikidata/Maps-06-2015/en
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