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Agenda

• Copyright and licensing in open source software
• OSS license in a nutshell
• permissions
• conditions

• When you need to start with OSS license compliance?
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The takeouts

• Any software you use is someone’s 
copyright

• A license details the scope of allowed use 
• Any license consists of a set of permissions 

and conditions
• Knowing standard permissions and 

conditions enables understanding of the 
compliance risks

• Keeping track of OSS licenses starts from day 
one
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Copyright and Licensing
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Any piece of software is someone’s IP

Copyright protects creative works
Software is protected by copyright
§ Not the functionality but the expression 
§ Includes Binary Code and Source 

Code
The copyright owner only has control over 
the work that he/she created
Infringement may occur if copying without 
the permission of the author
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As a copyright owner you have these (exclusive) 
rights

• The right to reproduce the software –
making copies
• The right to create “derivative works” –

making modifications
• The right to distribute – the right to provide 

copies of a piece of software in binary or 
source code form
•Moral rights - Right to acknowledgement
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OSS license in a nutshell
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Open Source license
• A “license” is the way a copyright holder to grant a permission to 

someone else
• A license defines a scope of what you are allowed to do with the 

software
• A license can have conditions on the grants, meaning you only get

the license if you comply with certain obligations
• A license may also include contractual terms regarding warranties, 

indemnification, support, upgrade, maintenance
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OSS license in a nutshell

Permissions

Conditions
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OSS license: Permissions

• Commercial use 
• Distribution
• Modification
• Patent use
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OSS license: Conditions

• Disclose source code in binary and/or source code form
• Copyright notice (attribution)
• License notice 
• Same license (copyleft)
• State changes
• Notices - E.g. No warranty, “as is” notice. 
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When do you need to start with 
OSS license compliance?
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OSS License compliance risks within the 
software supply chain
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When do you need to start with OSS license 
compliance?
• Publishing your own OSS project
• Entering into collaboration
• Contract work for a client
• Own product launch
• Investment due diligence
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